THE JIZYAH OR POLL TAX                    4or

paid by persons (jamajim) and by lands, or he may so
specify. In the former case, the total sum is justly appor-
tioned among the persons and the lands, the part allotted to
the persons being jizyah and the other kharaj. Both of
them are distributed among the individual taxpayers ac-
cording to the principles governing the jizyah and kharaj
in general. If the number of heads decreases or entirely
disappears by conversion to Islam or death or otherwise,
their share of the tribute is reduced or entirely removed and
charged to the lands if the latter can stand it; otherwise it
lapses. Should the heads later increase, they gradually re-
sume payment of their full share. A similar course is fol-
lowed if the lands cannot bear their share of the tribute.
In the case of lands, however, should they be entirely de-
stroyed, their share lapses. If, on the contrary, the shares
of the lands and the persons were specified by the imam,
then neither bears the share of the other, should the latter
be unable themselves to pay it, but such share lapses until
they are again able to pay. Should they become Moslems,
the part assessed on the persons lapses, but the fact of con-
version has no effect on the part assessed on the lands.
Should the imam follow a third course and arrange for a
tribute on the persons or the lands alone, such an agreement
is null and void (la yasihhu), the sum arranged being distri-
buted as noted above between the persons and the lands.1

The Shafiites2 agree with the Hanifites that the jizyah
agreed upon in a treaty may not later be changed, but they
hold that the rate of the jizyah per individual as provided
for in the agreement should never fall short of the mini-
mum rate of one dinar. When by such an agreement the

1  For the Shafiite and Malikite views, see supra, pp. 369-372.

2 Mawardi, pp. 249, 250; Minhdj, vol. iii, pp. 279, 281; Wafts, vol. it,
p. 200; Ansari, vol. iv, p. 216; Path al-Qarib, p. 624; Umm, vol. iv, p.
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